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HOLIDAY HORRORS
The foreign language department is 
hosting a holiday-themed display in 
Coleman Hall for the Christmas season.
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FAR FROM HOME
Ivory Coast native Aboubacar Diallo 
opens up about living and playing 
basketball in America.
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President David Glassman meets Tashi, a Russian tortoise brought by senior history major Megan Kessler, at the “Pets on Parade” event Tuesday 
in the Bridge Lounge of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
By Elias Albert
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Eastern students will now be required to 
pay an additional fee when using their debit or 
credits cards to make payments on their respec-
tive accounts. 
These fees will not apply to cash or check 
payments. 
An installment payment plan option will 
also be available to students who wish to use it 
for tuition as well as housing and financial aid. 
The payment plans will include a $40 initial 
charge to secure the payment plan. 
For students looking to set up a payment 
plan for the Spring 2016 semester, sign-up will 
start on Tuesday.
After signing up and paying the initial 
charge, the first payment will be due on Jan. 
15. The three remaining installments will con-
tinue to be due at different times throughout 
the semester.
The new installment option will have no 
effect on students who chose to pay their ac-
count charges in full. 
Rancy Burns, a sophomore clinical labora-
tory science major, said he is torn on the two 
new payment policies. 
Eastern makes changes to 
account payment options
Staff Report | @DEN_News
President David Glassman sent a campus-
wide letter reminding members of the campus 
community to remain civil, sensitive, respect-
ful and tolerant toward others Tuesday. 
The address came after an insensitive state-
ment made by an administrator during a Fac-
ulty Senate meeting. 
Glassman said the campus and community 
must always keep in mind behaviors, attitudes 
and whatever is said matters. 
“At a university such as Eastern, there are 
individuals of varying races, nationalities sex-
ual orientations, gender identities, religions 
and other attributes,” Glassman said. 
Glassman said increasing the university’s 
understanding of the differences everyone has 
through interaction can “enrich” an experi-
ence. 
Glassman said he was pleased to see an en-
thusiastic audience and attendance at the 
“This is EIU: Layered stories of community, 
its challenges ad its potential.” 
He said through the gathering, both pre-
sentations and discussions students addressed 
issues such as racism and misconceptions. 
Glassman said he encourages the campus to 
look toward the future of acceptance, toler-
ance and understanding. 
Glassman said a comment made by a stu-
dent in regards to the event being a step to a 
larger meaning was a “profound” statement. 
He said the university would continue to 
work diligently toward fostering a more posi-
tive campus climate. 
 “I believe our campus environment is gen-
erally one of the friendliness and inclusion. 
However, we can always improve our efforts,” 
Glassman said. 
Glassman addresses campus, Faculty Senate statement 
By Taylor Simon
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Student Government hosted “Pets on Pa-
rade” Tuesday where students showcased their pets 
at the last “Prowlin’ with the Prez” event of the se-
mester.
The event included students bringing a variety 
of their pets and breeds such as cats, dogs and even 
a turtle to parade them to other students and their 
families. 
Students brought their family and friends to 
watch and play with their pets while also judging 
them. 
Each of the animals were brought to the Bridge 
Lounge in the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union where they were judged on different sub-
jects including overall appeal, personality and the 
uniqueness of their name. 
The winner was Mel, a 16- year-old rat terrier 
Chihuahua mix that wooed the audience with a 
playful attitude and a cute bark. 
Maralea Negron, a junior political science ma-
jor and owner of Mel, described the feeling of win-
ning first as “pretty great.” 
Dogs dominated the leader board as fellow ca-
nines Champ and Kira took second and third 
place respectively and Tashi the Russian tortoise 
took honorable mention. 
After the contest was over, all of the students 
and families played and interacted with the ani-
mals, including taking pictures to show off the an-
imals and create personal memories.
President David Glassman judged the animals 
and interacted with the students. He was also was 
very pleased with the event. 
“This is actually the largest group that we’ve had 
in an event.” Glassman said.
 Another reason Glassman said he liked the event 
was because it allowed a pause from stress that stu-
dents are facing with finals just around the corner. 
“This was a great way to see great pets and for 
students to take a break from their papers and proj-
ects,” Glassman said. 
Stephen Simpson, a member of student govern-
ment and a judge during the event, was also pleased 
with the outcome and number of people. 
 “Last time we had an ice cream social and now 
we wanted to put a different spin so that there is 
something for everyone,” Simpson said. 
Because of the difference the event scored the 
highest attendance of the “Prowlin’ with the Prez” 
series, as the Bridge Lounge was almost full of stu-
dents, families and their pets. 
Taylor Simon can be reached at 
581-2812 or tjsimon@eiu.edu.
‘Prowlin’ event allows students to showcase pets 
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor| @cjbuchman
The four candidates for the next interim dean 
of the College of Sciences will have open inter-
views with the faculty and deans of the College 
of Sciences on Wednesday and Thursday.
The four candidates are Peter Andrews, a pro-
fessor and department chair of the mathemat-
ics and computer science department, chemistry 
professor Douglas Klarup, Karen Gaines, the bi-
ological sciences department chair and professor 
of biological sciences, and psychology professor 
Jeffrey Stowell.
Andrews’ open interview will be at 9 a.m. and 
Klarup’s will be 10 a.m. Wednesday in Room 
4440 of Booth Library. 
Gaines’ interview with faculty and deans will 
be at 11 a.m. Thursday in Room 4440 of  Booth 
Library, and Jeffrey Stowell’s interview will be at 
noon Thursday in Room 3202 of Booth Library.
Ryan Hendrickson, the interim dean of the 
Graduate School, said they are looking for 
someone to be an interim dean who has leader-
ship experience and who is able to interact with 
the faculty and chairs across the entire College 
of Sciences.
Faculty, deans to interview 
candidates for interim dean
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Collegium Musicum Christmas Concert l 7:30 PM
Call 581-3010 for tickets and information.  Doudna Fine Arts Center
Holiday Dinner | 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Thomas and Taylor Dining Halls 
English MA:  MA Comprehensive Exams | 8:O0 AM
Coleman Hall
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/
December 9th, 2015 What’s Happening on Campus?
LUIS MARTINEZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Christiane Eydt- Beebe, the interim department chair of foreign languages, shows one of the displays currently 
part of the “Hallway of Holiday Horrors.” Other examples of holiday horror legends include Krampus and The Yule 
Cat. 
Department to showcase holiday horrors
Dining halls prepare for holiday dinner
By Luis Martinez
Entertainment Editor | @LPMartinez20
The Christmas season is here and as 
students prepare for the final week of 
the fall semester, the dining halls are pre-
paring for this year’s holiday dinner. 
The dinner will begin at 4:30 p.m. in 
Taylor and 5 p.m. in Thomas.
Mark Hudson, the director of Uni-
versity Housing and Dining Services, 
said the holiday dinner has been a part 
of Eastern for decades.
The members of the dining servic-
es staff are primarily the ones who are 
tasked with setting up for the dinner.
“The unit directors plan the menus as 
part of the ongoing menu development 
process,” Hudson said. “They work on it 
for several weeks before the event.”
Hudson said the items that are going 
to be used for the holiday dinners had to 
be ordered ahead of time.
“Some specialty items have to be or-
dered months out,” Hudson said. “This 
year, turkey is harder to get so they had 
to pre-order it a long time ago.”
Hudson said that though every year 
the meal does have some repeatable 
items, they try to find something that 
would be different, such as different 
types of salads and desserts.
Taylor Hall dining will be having 
glazed ham, beef pot roast, mashed po-
tatoes, gravy, noodles, stuffing, seasoned 
green beans, corn and rolls, and assort-
ed cheesecakes.
The Thomas Hall dining menu will 
feature similar items, in addition to tur-
key, buttered noodles, green bean casse-
role, and pie for dessert.
Hudson said the holiday dinners typ-
ically do see a good turnout of students.
“Anyone with a Panther Card can at-
tend. If you have a meal plan, it is just a 
swipe,” Hudson said. “If you have din-
ing dollars, you can use those and get a 
20-percent discount. You can also use 
cash.”
Hudson also said the dinner always 
takes place before finals week begins, 
and students should focus on the fact 
that it is the holiday season because of 
the appropriate decorations that will be 
set in place.
Both dining halls will stop serving the 
holiday dinner at 8 p.m.
Luis Martinez can be reached at 
581-2812 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
By Luis Martinez
Entertainment Editor | @LPMartinez20
The foreign language department has 
put together a new holiday-themed gal-
lery in Coleman Hall, only instead of 
focusing on the traditional Christmas-
time stories, they decided to take a look 
at "the dark side of the holidays."
Christiane Edyt-Beebe, the interim 
chair of the foreign languages depart-
ment, said it would be fun to take a look 
at the darker holiday stories from differ-
ent countries.
“We got the idea because we deco-
rated for homecoming, and we won the 
traveling panther trophy for best office,” 
Edyt-Beebe said. “Since we are foreign 
languages, we teach culture. We always 
have a focus on cultural traditions in dif-
ferent countries, and we said, ‘why don’t 
(we) do something with the dark side of 
the holidays in different countries.’”
Edyt-Beebe said all of the languages 
help to contribute to creating the “Hall-
way of Holiday Horrors.”
Allorah Miles-L’Hotel, a freshman 
nursing major, was one of the work-
study students who created some of the 
drawings used as part of the decorations.
“Usually, you always think of a jovial 
and happy kind of holiday, and we get 
that from Eastern European tradition,” 
Miles-L’Hotel said. “This is more of a 
western European (tradition).”
The foreign language department 
decorated an entire corner of the hall-
way, creating different posters of major 
holiday horror stories from countries like 
Austria, Iceland, French and Belgium.
These stories include “Krampus,” 
“Yule Cat,” and “Père Fouettard,” also 
known as “Father Whipper.”
All of these stories have to deal with 
the dark side of the holiday season, par-
ticularly Christmas.
“Krampus,” for example, is a well-
known Austrian tale. He is usually seen 
traveling with St. Nicholas, dealing pun-
ishment to naughty children, and is typ-
ically seen as a classic devil with horns, 
hooves, and a monstrous tongue.
“We started with the Krampus, 
which is actually traditional,” Edyt-Bee-
be said. “It goes back several hundred 
years, and people actually send each oth-
er Krampus postcards around the holi-
days.”
Another one of the holiday horror 
stories being displayed is the tale of the 
Yule Cat.
The Yule Cat is known for eating 
those who did not receive new clothes 
by Christmas Eve. The purpose of the 
story was to provide incentive for farm-
ers to finish collecting wool before 
Christmas.
“This goes back to an tradition in 
Iceland, (and) it actually has socio-eco-
nomic background,” Edyt-Beebe said. 
“Farmers would sort of threaten their 
farmer workers if they weren’t working 
diligently during the harvest season.”
Edyt-Beebe said over the time, the 
story was used to scare children into not 
being lazy and to be more obedient.
“Father Whipper” is a similar tale to 
“Krampus,” but of French and Belgium 
origin. As atonement for his sins, Father 
Whipper has to work for St. Nicholas 
and punishes naughty children by whip-
ping them.
“There are certain components of 
these figures, like the chains or the 
switches that you find in the German 
‘Krampus’ and the ‘Père Fouettard,’” 
Edyt-Beebe said. “Basically, all these 
countries are neighboring countries any-
way, and traditions don’t stop at the bor-
der, they can be translated and adapted.”
Aside from the “Hallway of Holiday 
Horror,” the foreign language and Eng-
lish departments will be giving a reading 
of “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” 
on Thursday.
“Holidays in different countries, they 
have the dark side,” Edyt-Beebe said. 
“St. Nicholas is the one bringing the 
gifts, but there is also the dark side that 
comes to punish.”
Edyt-Beebe said Krampus, the Yule 
Cat and Father Whipper will make a re-
appearance next year, along with some 
friends.
Luis Martinez can be reached at 
581-2812 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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Hilltop Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
W e  a r e  F a m i l y  S e r v i n g  F a m i l i e s
Hilltop offers a full range of Nursing,
Rehabilitative & Skilled Nursing Services
24 Hour Nursing Care
Physical, Occupational, Speech Therapy
IV Therapies
Stroke Recovery Program
Orthopedic-Fracture Recovery Programs
Hospice Services
LSVT BIG Parkinson’s Therapy
The Vehicle
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Submit your fiction, nonfiction, poetry,
drama, and artwork for free online by
Friday, November 6th.
MAGGIE BOYLE | DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Members of the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity perform a step routine at the annual NPHC Step 
Show on Nov. 7 in McAfee Gym.
Fraternity to begin campus-wide caroling
By Torri Griffith
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
As the holidays get closer, the men of Kap-
pa Alpha Psi fraternity will host their annual 
Kappa Karoling.
Kappa Karoling will be a campus-wide 
event starting at 8 p.m. Thursday.
The Kappas will go to any residence hall 
floor to perform. They do not perform at 
University Court or any apartments.
Jerome Montgomery, record keeper for the 
fraternity, said there should be a total of 10 
Kappas who will perform. 
Montgomery said this is a way to bring the 
Christmas spirit to campus.
“As students, we are sometimes not con-
nected with our families. We want to bring 
the Christmas spirit to campus and bring a 
sense of family to the students in the resi-
dence halls,” Montgomery said.
Cyle Colbert, a senior communication 
studies major, said this event brings fun into 
his organization.
“We consider this a brotherhood event,” 
Colbert said. “We get all of the guys togeth-
er, drink apple cider, get our canes, and in-
troduce ourselves to different people around 
campus.”
Colbert said this event has been going on 
for more than two years, and he has partici-
pated since he joined the fraternity.  
“This event is to let the students know who 
the Kappas are and to bring the Christmas 
spirit to EIU,” Colbert said.
Montgomery said the event takes place 
right before Christmas break once a year.
Montgomery said they usually pick three 
songs, and then they plan how they will pres-
ent the songs to the students.
Colbert said the songs are usually tradi-
tional, but they are also a surprise for the stu-
dents.
“We will be putting our own spin to it, and 
I will say that there is a shimmy section dur-
ing the performances,” Montgomery said.
Colbert said the songs that will be per-
formed will have their own Kappa twist. 
Colbert said they have some of their canes 
decorated as candy canes, and they will also 
being doing their call around campus.
“This event is based on fun,” Colbert said.
Montgomery said the singing will make ev-
erybody laugh and smile because Kappas will 
be embarrassing themselves.
Colbert said it is fun to see people’s re-
actions to them singing and shimmying to 
Christmas music. 
Montgomery said he wants the Greeks all 
around campus and all ethnicities to make 
reservations.
“This is our way of interacting with stu-
dents and getting them to see the lighter side 
of us,” Montgomery said. “We want to give 
the students something to smile and be happy 
about before finals.”
Colbert said this event is a way for students 
to relieve their stress about the coming finals, 
and to think about the holidays.
Residents can make reservations to have 
the Kappas perform at their residence halls by 
contacting any member of Kappa Alpha Psi 
on social media.
“Everybody look out for the Kappas, just 
know that we are coming,” Colbert said.
Torri Griffith can be reached at
581-2812 or tlgriffith@eiu.edu.
By Mackenzie Freund
City Editor | @mgfreund_news
Students are still able to sign up to live on 
campus for the next fall semester with the Ear-
ly Bird Contract set up by the housing and 
dining office.
Current students are able to sign the con-
tract if they plan to live on campus in a resi-
dence hall or in Greek Court.
Mark Hudson, the director for Universi-
ty Housing and Dining Services, said the Ear-
ly Bird contracting has been around for about 
five or six years for students living on campus.
Hudson said the re-contracting is available 
for any returning student who needs housing 
accommodations for the next school year.
The re-contracting is available during the 
fall of the current school year for students who 
know they will return to campus housing.
“Before we did Early Bird they would have 
to wait until the spring to do it,” Hudson said. 
“We got feedback from students that said ‘we’d 
like to try to take care of this and especially if 
you could give us some incentives.’”
Students who use Early Bird contracting 
have two deadlines during the fall semester 
when it is time to contract, Halloween and the 
end of finals week.
Hudson said students that sign up and pay 
by Halloween will receive $200 dining dollars 
and students who re-contract by the end of fi-
nals week will receive $100 dining dollars.
The dining dollars used to be a $100 dining 
dollar incentive for re-contracting.
Hudson said they had got more feedback 
from students and they chose to add the ex-
tra incentive for students who commit earlier.
The dining dollars will be applied to the stu-
dent’s account for the fall semester of the next 
school year, according to an email sent out by 
the housing and dining office.
Students who choose to re-contract must 
pay the $250 housing down payment before fi-
nals week is over for them to qualify for the in-
centive.
 “There is also a drawing for someone to get 
a free room and board package, which is also a 
pretty good incentive,” Hudson said. “In Jan-
uary, after everybody has paid their $250 and 
we know who all the people are then it’s a ran-
dom drawing of all the people who are in the 
process.”
Re-contracting is done online through the 
student’s PAWS account; after the student 
signs in they can click the housing option to 
sign the contract and pay the fee.
“It’s pretty much an all online process now,” 
Hudson said.
The contracts the students sign also include 
a cancellation deadline, which Hudson said is 
stricter.
Before students pay the housing fee they 
have to click extra boxes that say they are com-
mitting to the contract so the students know 
they are not being tricked.
“This isn’t meant to trick people or any-
thing. We want to make sure they are fully 
aware that if they make this commitment they 
are saying they are going to be there for the 
next fall semester,” Hudson said.
Hudson said current students should re-con-
tract, because they need to decide what is best 
for them.
A study was done showing that students 
who return to campus housing have a higher 
cumulative grade point average.
Hudson said living on campus has a positive 
impact on student’s academic success and it is 
simpler to live on campus.
“When you live on campus, everything 
is taken care of for you,” Hudson said. “You 
don’t have to worry about grocery shopping 
and paying electrical bills and problems with 
your roommates and all that kind of stuff. All 
that stuff is managed when you live on cam-
pus.”
Hudson said there are about 500 students 
who choose to re-contract, and about 400 have 
currently signed up.
Some students who re-contract also choose 
to go through the application process to be-
come a resident assistant.
Hudson said that if a student signs up for 
Early Bird contracting, pay the fee, and end up 
being hired as an resident assistant, they will 
still receive the dining dollars, but will be cred-
ited the money for the contracting fee. 
Hudson said he would encourage students 
who plan on re-contracting to do it soon.
“If that’s something you are interested in 
doing, you have about a week and a half, so I 
would encourage people to get on that,” Hud-
son said.
Mackenzie Freund can be
reached at 581-2812 or
at mgfreund@eiu.edu.
Early Bird Contract for residence halls to end soon
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Letter to the Editor
Animals can 
help students 
with stress 
Mackenzie Freund
Luis Martinez is a senior journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812
 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.Mackenzie Freund is a junior journalism major. She 
can be reached at 581-2812 or mgfreund@eiu.edu.
General education courses may be unnecessary
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Staff Editorial
Looking at my life before college, I 
honestly thought when I got to college 
I would be able to focus on the classes I 
would need to graduate within four years. 
What I found out as I was signing up 
for classes my freshman year was that I 
couldn’t take any classes relating to my 
major until I took these general education 
classes.
I understand the purpose of having 
these general education classes for incom-
ing students who are undecided, but when 
I was in high school I already knew what I 
was going to study in college.
I always thought that in college I would 
take the classes that would help me in my 
field right from the beginning, but that 
wasn’t the case. 
I went to a small, private liberal arts 
school my freshman year well before I 
transferred to Eastern. 
What I discovered there was that I had 
to take a bunch of these general education 
classes before I could even get into my 
major’s core courses.
To me, my first two years of college felt 
more like two extra years of high school. 
The first time I was able to take a 
course that actually related to my journal-
ism major was my first semester when I 
transferred to Eastern last year. 
I spent roughly two years taking these 
entire courses that had nothing to do with 
what I wanted to study. 
To me, it doesn’t make any sense. I 
mean, I get it, there are some students 
who go to college and they have no idea 
what they want to study, and general edu-
cation course are a great way to help them 
decide what they want to study for their 
major.
To me, I just don’t really see the point 
of a general education course. 
If I was not required to take these 
courses, I would have just gone right into 
studying the material I would need to cov-
er in relation to my major.
Of course, you can also argue the fact 
that students sometimes go ahead and 
decide that they want to change their 
major halfway through their college 
careers.  
Since they took a general education 
course, they have an idea of what else they 
want to study.
Again, I am only speaking from my per-
sonal experience in regards to general edu-
cation courses. 
I understand the positive effects the 
courses do have, but at the same time, I 
feel like these courses are also just time 
wasters. 
If students who have already decided on 
their major and know for a fact that is this 
is the major they want to study then why 
should they have to worry about fulfill-
ing some other requirements before their 
major requirements? 
If they were able to, these students 
could already begin to study their major 
course, and perhaps they can even learn 
more about their major in four years than 
just whatever they can cover on top of 
general education courses.
Luis Martinez
Women’s rugby team suspended for year
 This year’s women’s rugby season was 
suspended for what Eastern’s Athletic 
Director Tom Michael calls, safety reasons. 
Michael said last year there were 
times when rugby matches were canceled 
because Eastern had too many team mem-
bers sitting out with injuries.
Apparently there was no reason to 
believe the numbers would be any bet-
ter this year, which could have led to some 
similar issues.
Becky Carlson, a former Eastern player 
and current Quinnipiac University wom-
en’s rugby coach, said the rugby program 
has been treated unfairly for some time 
now, saying the athletes have not been 
treated similarly to athletes of other sports 
on campus.
Carlson said rugby athletes were only 
getting scholarships of around $500 com-
pared to the full-tuition scholarships ath-
letes get in sports like football. 
Maybe the opportunity to play rugby 
is something that should be a focus and 
not how much money they are getting. We 
could all use a scholarship. 
The rugby program was said to have 
started to appease a Title IX violation at 
Eastern, which the school is supposedly 
now in violation of again.
Eastern brings in an “outside consul-
tant” each year to evaluate their sports 
programs after their seasons have played 
out. Such persons help go over many dif-
ferent things including Title IX compli-
ance.  
Michael said the rugby program is still 
one being re-evaluated at the end of the 
year, allowing the possibility of reinstate-
ment.
We understand the Title IX violation, 
we really do. We understand the law is an 
important thing for our nation to propel 
equality in all people. The thing is, we are 
probably lucky the school is operating as 
it is today. 
The state’s current budget impasse has 
threatened the futures of several, if not all, 
of the state institutions of higher educa-
tion. 
It is unfortunate we find ourselves in 
a situation where a Title IX violation is 
being overshadowed by the rest of the stu-
dent body wondering if it will have a 
school to come back to, whether it is next 
fall or for a Homecoming because we have 
,hopefully, graduated by then. 
It really is a glaring sign of the times. 
As a school that served as a pioneer for 
women’s rugby, it would really be cool to 
have a team to call our own as we have a 
former Panther, Lauren Doyle, represent-
ing the United States in the Rio Olympics. 
We hope there is a resolution in the 
near future satisfying both the needs of 
the university and rugby athletes. 
I think therapy dogs are one of the best things 
ever. They are cute, playful, cuddly, and they dis-
tract us for those much needed study breaks.
It would be an amazing thing if the universi-
ty could change the rule of pets living on campus 
so that we can get therapy animals. Yes, people 
have allergies, but there are different breeds that 
are hypo-allergenic and different animals that we 
can get.
After seeing all the cats, dogs and tortoise at 
the Pets on Parade event in the Union, and seeing 
all of the people that gathered to pet, play with, 
or hold the animals, it made me start wondering 
why we don’t have these fun creatures.
Getting a therapy animal for each building on 
campus may seem a bit far-fetched, but it seems 
like a good idea. Students would benefit from 
it because they get breaks from studying. Plus, 
some people may miss the animals they have at 
home.
Yes, there may be a lot of bills to be paid for 
taking these animals to the vet, but in the long 
run I think it would be a good idea to invest in 
this. 
Overall, I think the best thing about getting 
therapy animals is the point that they can help 
students relieve stress and maybe even do better 
on exams like finals. After all, nobody likes to be 
stressed, but almost everybody likes animals.
The DEN accurately reported a trou-
bling exchange that occurred this past week 
at the most recent Faculty Senate meeting. At 
this meeting an upper-level administrator, in 
response to a question about the diversity of a 
committee that had been formed, joked that he 
might count himself as a diverse member if he 
had a deep enough tan. I was both shocked and 
dismayed, particularly in light of recent events 
at campuses throughout the country and in the 
Midwest, including the University of Missouri 
at Columbia and our neighbor up the inter-
state, UIUC.
As president of the UPI, EIU’s faculty 
union, I want to affirm our commitment and 
I fervently hope and believe EIU’s commit-
ment to diversity and inclusion. We must rec-
ognize that what was said at the Faculty Senate 
meeting was at best horribly inappropriate and 
wrong. I am not writing this to vilify, but to 
use this as an opportunity to reaffirm our com-
mitment that everyone on our campus commu-
nity is deserving of respect.
Jonathan Blitz, professor of chemistry
Eastern keeps 
commitment 
to equality 
CHYNNA MILLER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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Monty Aldubais stands in the Language Center in Thomas Hall Tuesday. Aldubais is a student at the Language 
Center on Eastern’s campus. He is from Saudi Arabia and will be celebrating Milad ul-Nabi, or Muhammad’s birth-
day, during the winter break. 
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
While many students are going 
back home to visit family during 
the holidays, some of the interna-
tional students on campus are do-
ing the same, some are staying in 
Charleston and others are going to 
their home countries.
Kevin Vicker, the director of the 
Office of International Students 
and Scholars, said many of the stu-
dents stay in apartments through-
out the community and a large 
portion of students travel across 
the U.S. to vacation or visit fami-
ly members.
“ T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  d u r i n g 
Christmas break mostly go to Chi-
cago,” Vicker said. “The other day 
a Chinese student told me they 
were headed to Cancun for their 
break.”               
Not all of the students stay in 
Charleston or even the country. 
Many go home and stay with their 
families during the breaks. 
In the case of graduate student 
Shraddha Shrestha, she is going to 
visit her aunt in Chicago.
Shrestha said during winter break 
she wants to experience Christmas 
for the first time. 
She said in Nepal there are two 
holidays equivalent to the American 
holiday called Dashain and Tihar. 
She said Tihar translated means 
“festival of lights.”
“(Tihar) is a festival where all 
the family members come over 
and come together,” Shrestha said. 
“This is one of the festivals in our 
country that makes everyone gath-
er around and meet, otherwise ev-
eryone is very busy. More than any-
thing I think Christmas here is like 
that, all about family.”
Shrestha said walking around 
campus gives  her  a  g l impse of 
Christmas in America. 
She said because of the welcom-
ing community she does not feel 
lonely on campus during the holi-
day season.
“With all of these decorations 
and trees on campus, I don’t feel 
homesick,” Shrestha said. “My mom 
thinks that I don’t love her at all be-
cause I don’t call. I miss them, but 
it’s not extreme.”
Shrestha said something she miss-
es from back at home is the food. 
“You can ask anyone and they 
will say they miss the food, because 
you can talk to family on Skype 
or the phone,” Shrestha said. “We 
don’t have any kind of Indian store 
in Charleston so it’s hard to get 
what we want here.”
The Language Center on cam-
pus provides a place for people 
overseas to learn English as their 
second language. 
Kendra Schubert, the director of 
the Language Center’s admissions, 
said some of their students stay 
with host families and others stay 
on apartments in the community. 
The students at the center are in 
monthly centers and many of them 
are in class during winter break. 
Monty Aldubais, a student from 
the center from Saudi Arabia, said 
for his break he will stay in his 
apartment and will be celebrating a 
holiday dedicated to Muhammad’s 
birthday. 
He said many celebrate by gath-
ering with family and eating a 
meal. 
“It is really important in our cul-
ture to celebrate this day,” Aldubais 
said. “I will  probably celebrate 
with my brother and be happy with 
him, because the rest of my family 
is back at home.”
The biggest issue during break is 
transportation for the international 
students, Vicker said.
Because the Panther Shuttle does 
not run during breaks, often times 
the students have a hard time get-
ting around.  
“Transportation by and large is 
the biggest challenge during the 
breaks,” Vicker said.  “If they can’t 
get to places like Walmart then 
food also becomes a challenge. It 
just makes it a little more compli-
cated.”
Vicker said during Thanksgiv-
ing break many of the students stay 
and that is when the issues come 
in, because during winter break 
students tend to travel. 
    
T’Nerra Butler can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or tabutler@eiu.edu.   
International students discuss winter break plans
By Sydney Edwards
Copy Editor | @DEN_News
The Student Senate will have 
an emergency meeting Wednesday 
night in order to take a vote on the 
budget, say their good-byes and 
recognize someone for their ser-
vice.
Maralea Negron, the Student 
Senate Speaker, said the most im-
portant item on the agenda and 
what most of the meeting’s time 
will be spent on is the voting of the 
budget.
The budget is decided as a part 
of the apportionment board, which 
is when the senators will decide 
what student groups on campus 
will receive money. 
Last week in the Student Sen-
ate meeting, the following groups 
asked for money for their budget: 
the Student Recreation Center, the 
University Board and student gov-
ernment.
The recreation center asked for 
money to pay for new software, a 
new machine and a replacement 
rower; in total, they were asking 
for $18,349.
The UB asked for money to pay 
for an event they want to host en-
titled “Pantherstock,” and in total, 
$16,000.
The student government asked 
for money to fund the “It’s  on 
US” campaign, “Prowling with the 
Prez” events and a new software 
program called OrgSync.
The student government asked 
for a total of $24,086 which in-
cluded $20,000 for OrgSync.
The total amount of money that 
the Student Senate has to give out 
is $75,000.
Another aspect of the meeting 
will be the presentation of Senate 
Resolution 15-16-02, which focus-
es on honoring Rachel Fisher, di-
rector of community service. 
Fisher will be leaving her posi-
tion at Eastern at the end of the se-
mester. 
The senators are planning on 
honoring her founding the Office 
of Student Community Service.
After the senators are done dis-
cuss ing Fisher,  other  members 
will be presented with paper plate 
awards.
The paper plate awards are a bi-
annual award that will be given out 
to members that have been nomi-
nated by other senators that have 
been honored.
Negron said there are one senior, 
two juniors and two freshmen that 
will be saying their good-byes at 
the meeting.
This will be the last meeting of 
the semester.
Sydney Edwards can be reached at 
581-2812 or skedwards2@eiu.edu.
Student Senate to have emergency meeting Wednesday
Pick up tomorrow’s edition of the Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
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   1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377   Charleston, IL 61920 
  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
     www.woodrentals. com 
Rentals for 1 or 2 
Rent now or Spring Term 
From $290-440 
Call for appointment 
1,2,3 AND 4 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
* Quiet 
locations
* As low as
$285/mo each
person
For
Appointment
Phone
217-348-7746
820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
Announcements
For rent
Need an ugly Christmas sweater or 
attire? Come to Community Thrift 
Store. 119 W. State Street. 348-8362
_______________________ 12/11
SPENCE’S UGLY CHRISTMAS 
SWEATERS! CASH ONLY. ALL 
SWEATERS $15, ACCESSORIES $5. 
OPEN WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY. 345-1469
_______________________ 12/11
1 and 2 Bedroom Apts. Across from 
Buzzard. 217-345-2416
_______________________ 12/10
Rooms available for rent in a 4 bed, 
2 bath house on 9th Street in 
Charleston. Walking distance to EIU 
campus. Furnished. W/D, utilities 
included. $435/month. Call Laurie 
at 314-283-9535.
_______________________ 12/14
For Spring & Fall 2016, 1, 2, 3 and 
4 BR Apts. 348-7746 
www.CharlestonlLApts.com 
_______________________ 12/14
See our properties at 
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249 
_______________________ 12/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom apts available August 
2016 ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249 
_______________________ 12/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one 
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249 
_______________________ 12/11
DOUNDA IS JUST A STEP AWAY! 
DON’T MISS OUT 2BD AVAILABLE 
1/1/16. OPENING FOR FALL 2016 2, 
3, 4 BR APTS. sammyrentals.com 
CALL OR TEXT (217) 549-4011 OR 
(217) 348-0673.
_______________________ 12/14
Village Rentals 2016-2017 Leasing 
Student Housing. Newly remodeled 
1 and 2 BR Apts. Water and trash in-
cluded. 217-345-2516. 
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com.
_______________________ 12/14
Fall 2016:  Very Nice 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 BR 
Houses, Townhouses & Apart-
ments.  Excellent locations!  1 - 3 
Blocks from Campus. 
217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 12/14
Very nice 6 BR, 3 bath house behind 
Family Video. Very nice unit with 
excellent parking. $275/person for 
6 people or $350/person for 5.  
217-493-7559    myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 12/14
For rent
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2016 1, 
2, 3 BR leases available. Great loca-
tions close to campus! Check out 
1011/1015 Grant or 1718 11th 
Street! Affordable rates starting at 
$300/mo. Call or text 217-345-4001. 
See all our homes at eiuliving.com
_______________________ 12/14
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SE-
MESTER 6 month lease available. 
Call or text 217-345-4001. 
eiuliving.com
_______________________ 12/14
3 bedroom apartment. 1801 9th 
Street. $497.50 per person. Includes 
utilities, cable, internet. Contact 
217-345-RENT. 
_______________________ 12/14
Available in January. 1 and 2 BR 
apartments. 3 blocks from cam-
pus. Call Buchanan Street Apts. 
for more info. 345-1266.
_______________________ 12/14
2 BR large apartment with W/D and 
central air. Call Buchanan Street 
Apts. 345-1266.
_______________________ 12/14
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
_______________________ 12/14
LARGE 3 BEDROOM FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR FALL 2016. A 10 
MONTH LEASE AND ALL FOR ONLY 
$185 PER STUDENT. CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT. 345-3664.
_______________________ 12/14
www.tricountymg.com 
_______________________ 12/14
Park Place, Royal Heights, Glen-
wood, Lynn-Ro. 4 great locations 
with the size and price to meet your 
needs. 217-348-1479 
tricountymg.com
_______________________ 12/14
Available Now! 1 & 2 Bedrooms. 
Close to Campus. Call or text 
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Spring 2016 and Fall 2016 - 1 & 2 
Bedrooms. Renting now! Call or text 
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Attention Sororities and Fraterni-
ties! 3-7 Bedrooms, some houses on 
parade route. All appliances includ-
ed, including washer and dryer. 
Several pricing options. 962-0790. 
Panther Properties.
_______________________ 12/18
Call in your news tips 
at 581-7942
ACROSS
 1 *Event in 
“Cinderella”
 5 Sound of 
admonishment
 8 *Watch it!
13 Mishmash
14 Branch of Islam
15 Nut with a cupule
16 Sumerian king in 
an ancient epic
18 Self-description 
after a lifestyle 
change
19 Shaver’s 
alternative to 
cream
20 In need of a rally, 
say
22 Like a control 
freak
23 One of Seuss’s 
Star-Bellies
25 Old World Style 
sauce brand
27 Saying sorry, say
32 Storm locator
35 New, in Napoli
36 “Agnus ___”
37 ’60s designer for 
Jackie
38 Swearing-in 
staple
39 Partner of show 
or kiss
40 Permanent 
member of the 
U.N. Security 
Council
41 Jackal or coyote
42 Like otologists’ 
tests
43 Reason to get 
Tommy John 
surgery
46 Futures analyst?
47 Finally reach
51 Vast expanses
53 Like a doornail, 
only more so
56 Bon ___
57 Hilda and Zelda, 
to TV’s Sabrina
59 Trojan War hero 
of myth
61 “Star Wars” 
droid, for short
62 Depend (on)
63 Together, in 
music
64 *Executive group
65 The Mormon 
Church, for 
short
66 *Jokester
DOWN
 1 Wade who was 
five-time A.L. 
batting champ
 2 Very strange
 3 French textile 
city
 4 Where to record 
a stardate
 5 Movie with the 
classic line 
“Here’s Johnny!”
 6 Pedro’s emphatic 
assent
 7 “It Had to Be 
You” lyricist Gus
 8 Relo vehicle
 9 When mastodons 
roamed
10 Where “G’day!” is 
heard
11 Singing sister of 
Aretha Franklin
12 Student in Torts 
or Contracts, 
most likely
14 Artist’s garb
17 Where some 
sacrifices are 
made
21 Like the accent 
in “crème”
24 Online read
26 Docs’ org.
28 Egypt/Sudan 
border region
29 Nobel Prizes, e.g.
30 Crème ___ 
crème
31 Flowerpot spot
32 Blowout, as in 
sports
33 “Oh, I almost 
forgot …”
34 Wish list opener
38 Puppeteer Bil
39 “Swan Lake” 
attire
41 The Cavs, on 
sports tickers
42 Agassi of tennis
44 Trojan War sage
45 “The bad guys”
48 Black-and-white 
zoo attraction
49 One in a tryst
50 Like forks and 
tridents
51 Car company 
once owned by 
G.M.
52 Prefix with zone 
or trash
54 Rank below 
marquis
55 Like Gruyère 
cheese, for 
5-12 months
58 Farm product 
bought in rolls
60 Bub
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Junior history major Alison 
Engstrom holds Koda, a 
7-week-old husky, great pyr-
enees mix during the “Pets 
on Parade” event hosted 
by Student Government 
on Tuesday in the Bridge 
Lounge of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union. 
“Pets on Parade” was the last 
“Prowlin’ with the Prez” event 
of the semester.
He said the credit and deb-
it card usage fees seem inconve-
nient and the new installment 
plan may be good for students 
who seek more options. 
“I think charging for just 
for using a credit or debit card 
is nonsense,” Burns said. “On 
the other hand, I think giving 
students a chance to make pay-
ments and budget themselves 
may be better. Not everyone 
can pay the whole amount at 
once.”
Any student looking to find 
out more about the new pay-
ment policies can visit the Ca-
shier’s Office, located in Old 
Main, or the payment office 
in the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union. 
Elias Albert can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or ewalbert@eiu.edu.
» PAYMENT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 “(We want someone) who 
can have an understanding 
of all academic disciplines 
in the college,” Hendrick-
son said. 
He sa id  they  not  on ly 
want a good leader, but a 
good listener as well.
“Somebody who can lead, 
but also somebody who is 
able to listen to the facul-
ty and chairs,” Hendrickson 
said.
Initially, many people in-
terviewed for the position 
and a search committee was 
able to narrow the pool to 
four people.
“We feel like we have four 
very good candidates,” Hen-
drickson said. “The search 
committee just did our own 
interviews and it was dif-
ficult, but we feel like we 
picked the four most quali-
fied candidates.”
The committee consisted 
of three people.
These were Angela Antho-
ny, department chair of the 
communication disorders 
and sciences department, 
Daniel Sheeran, a chemistry 
professor, and Hendrickson.
“We all have roots in the 
College of Sciences,” Hen-
drickson said. 
He n d r i c k s o n  w a s  a p -
pointed by Blair Lord, the 
vice president for academ-
ic affairs, to lead the com-
mittee and people submit-
ted their names for consid-
eration.
Lord then selected who 
would be members of the 
committee.
The Office of Academ-
ic Affairs will post the can-
didates’ vitas as soon as pos-
s ible ,  according to a  let-
ter sent by Hendrickson on 
Monday.
Along with the faculty, 
deans and chairs of the Col-
lege of Sciences, the can-
didates will also interview 
with the administration of 
the college, Lord, and Pres-
ident David Glassman.
Evaluation forms will be 
available for the interview 
session and faculty are en-
couraged to attend the ses-
sions, and give input and 
feedback as their schedule 
permits. 
Hendr ickson sa id  they 
were hoping to have some-
one in place to be interim 
dean by the first of the year. 
The interim dean will stay 
for the rest of the academic 
year, Hendrickson said.
 
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
» INTERVIEWS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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By Blake Nash
Assistant Sports Editor | @Banash5
It is already tournament time for 
the Eastern men’s basketball team.
 Wednesday’s matchup with win-
less Marshall will be the first round 
of the Global Sports Classic tour-
nament, which will end in Las Ve-
gas on Dec. 22.
The Panthers are coming off a 
2-2 home stand, but earned victo-
ries over Indiana State and North-
ern Kentucky in the f inal  two 
games, improving their record to 
2-4.
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour 
said that winning those last few 
games was important to the Pan-
thers, who will be on the road for 
five of their next six games.
“It’s hard to keep guys together 
for stuff like that,” Spoonhour said. 
“Winning the last two was huge, 
because you don’t want to go on 
the road looking for a must-win.”
All-OVC players Cornell John-
ston and Trae Anderson had argu-
ably their best games in Saturday’s 
overtime victory over Northern 
Kentucky.
Johnston finished with a career-
high 24 points, including 10 in 
overtime, leading the Panthers to a 
79-73 victory.
He also had seven assists.
Anderson recorded 19 points, 
just one off from his season high. 
But he added 12 rebounds for 
a double-double, his first of the 
season and the first time he had 
grabbed double-digit boards. 
Spoonhour said that Anderson 
has been filling a different role this 
year.
Anderson has not had to be a 
go-to player before, but has now 
been forced into that role, since 
coming in this year as Eastern’s 
leading scorer.
“It’s a whole different thing for 
him,” Spoonhour said. “In high 
school it wasn’t like he was the 
man. He’s changed as a player. It’s 
a new thing for every one of his 
(Anderson’s) mistakes to be mag-
nified.”
Like Anderson, Johnston has 
also come into this season as one of 
the Panthers’ leaders.
As a freshman he was named 
OVC newcomer of the year and 
came into this season as a pre-
season all-conference selection. 
That experience and the ad-
dition of nine new players to the 
Eastern program has thrust him 
into a leadership position.
That was evident on Saturday 
when he said he urged the Panthers 
to give him their max effort in the 
later stages of the game.
Johnston said that Eastern is be-
ginning to improve its team chem-
istry, and feels that he himself is 
now playing like he needs to.
“I feel like I’m locked in just 
about as well as everybody else,” 
Johnston said. “We’re beginning to 
get into the gym more and know-
ing  our  per sonne l .  Ever ybody 
knows we’ve got to play well as a 
team if we want to jell come tour-
nament time.”
Because it is unlikely that the 
Panthers will  be playing for an 
at-large NCAA Tournament bid, 
Spoonhour said they need to fo-
cus on their performance when it is 
time for OVC play.
At this point he just wants East-
ern to keep improving on recent 
performances.
“We can do better than what 
we’re doing, just got to keep get-
ting better. Record is inconsequen-
tial at this point,” Spoonhour said. 
“It’ll start getting important when 
we get to January.”
Marshall is 0-6 thus far, and has 
a non-conference schedule that fea-
tures three matchups with OVC 
teams.
Morehead State defeated the 
Th unde r ing  He rd  8 5 -6 1  l a s t 
month.
Marshall will host Eastern Ken-
tucky Saturday for its final match-
up with an OVC opponent. 
Tipoff is set for 6 p.m. CT at the 
Cam Henderson Center in Hun-
tington, WV. 
Blake Nash can be reached at
581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.
By Blake Nash 
Assistant Sports Editor | @Banash5
Like all new players at Eastern, 
freshman Aboubacar Diallo is expe-
riencing a new environment. But for 
the 6-foot-9-inch forward from Ab-
idjan, Ivory Coast, the last few years 
have been a time for adjusting to the 
American way of life.
Diallo first came to America in 
2006 and enrolled at St. Louis Chris-
tian Academy. His uncle first intro-
duced him to basketball at a young 
age, and when he reached his teenage 
years, American coaches approached 
him after a YouTube video of him 
playing became publicized. 
Diallo’s high school coach in Afri-
ca asked if he would like to transfer to 
America. He agreed to leave his home 
in Abidjan.
Once in America, Diallo struggled 
in some areas academically, and with 
his English. Things were not much 
different in his basketball career, as 
he sat the bench for most of his first 
year, but he began to get encourage-
ment from his teacher and coaches as 
he progressed.
“I had to take classes after school 
and talk to the teacher,” Diallo said. 
“They helped me do the best I could 
and fix my grades.”
As his grades began to improve, his 
playing time on the course increased, 
especially in his second season. East-
ern assistant coach Rod Stricker, who 
was coaching the Gateway 17U team, 
took special notice of Diallo’s im-
provement on the court.
After a few years under his tutelage, 
Stricker asked Diallo to come play for 
him at Eastern, a couple of months 
after the Panthers won their first post-
season game as a Division 1 team, but 
a new chapter also came with its prob-
lems, and for Diallo they were prob-
lems that he had adjusted to before. 
“Sometimes when I come to class, I 
don’t understand the teacher because 
some of them talk very fast, which 
makes it hard to take notes, listen and 
interpret,” Diallo said. “Some people 
will be like, ‘this guy (professor) is cra-
zy, fast. But for me it’s like more.”
Diallo’s professors have taken to as-
signing him a designated note taker or 
making copies of their lecture notes 
for him. This has helped him contin-
ue his understanding of the English 
language and study skills at a pace he 
is comfortable with. 
Meanwhile on the basketball court, 
Diallo has had to adjust to a game 
that requires strength, as well as intel-
ligence. Throughout his career, Dial-
lo has relied on intelligence to be suc-
cessful at basketball. 
However, the Eastern players have 
to lift weights as part of their train-
ing program. 
This experience has been a painful 
one for Diallo.
“My body feels hurt because ev-
erybody seems to be stronger,” Dial-
lo said. “When we go to the weight 
room, everybody laughs more at me. 
I swear Little T (point guard Cornell 
Johnston) lifts more than me.”
But the entire team has accept-
ed Diallo as his own, christening him 
with the nickname “Booba.” He has 
become a part of the team’s fami-
ly, which is helpful because it can be 
hard to keep in touch with his own 
back home. 
Still, his family has been able to reach 
out to him with financial assistance. 
“Here, I go to Wal-Mart, where my 
family will send me money,” Diallo 
said.
That is one American college tra-
dition that he has been able to adapt 
quickly to.
Blake Nash can be reached at
581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.
Diallo continues transcontinental basketball career
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Freshman forward Aboubacar Diallo prepares for a layup during warmups 
before the Panthers’ game against Indiana State in Lantz Arena on Dec. 1.
Panther basketball team to face winless Marshall
“When we go to the weight room, everybody laughs 
more at me. I swear Little T (Cornell Johnston) lifts 
more than me.”
-Aboubacar Diallo, freshman forward
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU men’s basketball team will travel to Marshall tonight to take on the Thundering Herd.
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By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
As many seniors are in their final 
years, Joe Calio of the men’s track 
team will be a leader for the rest 
of the team in his final season as a 
Panther. 
Calio comes from nearby Mat-
toon High School where he was a 
state qualifier for both track and 
cross-country. 
He still keeps in touch with his 
coach from high school and attends 
some of the practices when he can.
He had the chance to be a men-
tor for some of the high school run-
ners at his alma mater this summer.
“I got an opportunity this sum-
mer to go to Colorado with them 
for a week and give some talks 
about college running and what its 
like,” he said. “It’s really cool how 
I can have an influence on some 
kids’ lives and they respect me, and 
I’m able to give them some wisdom 
about it all.”
At the collegiate level, Calio com-
petes in both cross country and 
track. He earned All-OVC honors 
last indoor season as part of the dis-
tance medley relay team that placed 
first at the OVC championships. 
During the outdoor season, he 
ran his best steeplechase time at the 
IU Billy Hayes, which ranked him 
at fourth on the Eastern career list.
Over his career here at Eastern, 
Calio has dealt with multiple in-
juries, including a couple of stress 
fractures and stress reactions, Achil-
les tendonitis and shin splints.
“I’ve gone through a lot of inju-
ries while I’ve been here,” he said. 
“Freshmen, sophomore and part of 
my junior were really hard, just a lot 
of injuries and ups and downs. Af-
ter I got over that hump, the train-
ing has been going really well, and 
I am pretty satisfied so far with this 
year.”
During the indoor season, he 
participated in the mile and the 3k. 
For the outdoors, he competed in 
the 800-meter, 1500-meter and the 
steeplechase. 
“I’ve always loved the mile,” he 
said. “The mile has been one of my 
favorites. I’ve been doing it since I 
was a kid, and I also enjoy the stee-
plechase a lot. Those are probably 
my two events that I really do like.”
His top mile time from last season 
was 4:12.56. 
He scored points for the men’s 
team that went on to win the out-
door OVC championship in the 
steeplechase.
The red-shirt senior has high 
praise for coaches Erin Howarth and 
Brad Butler. 
“Coach Howarth loves her ath-
letes very well, and she’s looked 
out for all of us,” he said. “She has 
helped me a lot with the injuries and 
she helps me with life, gives me a lot 
of wisdom. Her and coach Butler 
both, I don’t know who I would’ve 
been without them.”
Howarth also had strong words to 
say about Calio as she coached him 
through his ups and downs with in-
juries. 
One thing she noted about Joe 
was his ability to create a positive en-
vironment for his fellow teammates. 
“I can’t say enough awesome 
things about Joe,” Howarth said. “It 
is hard to put into words what Jo-
seph Calio has meant to this team 
and to this program throughout the 
last four and a half years. Joe is one 
of the best leaders and best team-
mates I have seen in my coaching 
and as my days even as an athlete.”
Senior Derrick Johnson said 
Calio is the type of teammate who 
is always there to help out another.
“He’s always there for anyone 
who needs it, and more importantly 
he wants to be there for them,” he 
said. “He leads by example and nev-
er lets any frustration get the best of 
him. He’s just the picture of what a 
teammate should be.”
Howarth noted the impact that 
will be felt by the team when Calio 
eventually graduates at the end of 
the year.
“We will greatly miss Joe next 
year,” Howarth said. “He wasn’t in 
our top 5 at the NCAA Midwest 
Regional meet this year, but there 
is no doubt that without his lead-
ership skills and his encouragement, 
this team never would have been 
able to accomplish what they did in 
their 13th place finish. Joe is one in 
a million.”
The indoor track season begins 
on Friday with the EIU Early Bird.
Mark Shanahan can be
reached at 581-2812 or 
mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Calio embraces leadership role in final season
By Elias Albert
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Sports seem to play an important 
role in the lives of many people. They 
can even influence the paths that peo-
ple take in their lives. 
This is no different for Eastern 
freshman guard Kayla Steward, who 
said she was exposed to the game of 
basketball from the beginning. 
“My dad pretty much put a basket-
ball next to me in my crib,” Steward 
said. “Ever since I was little it’s been 
what I’ve been around. It’s become a 
part of my life.”
After her early exposure to the 
game, Steward continued to develop 
her skill and ability at Boylan Catho-
lic High School in Rockford, Ill. 
While there, she accumulated over 
1,000 points in her career and re-
ceived all-conference recognition. 
She actually played alongside cur-
rent teammate freshman forward Hal-
le Stull.
Steward also played volleyball while 
in high school, something she said she 
enjoyed almost as much as basketball. 
Even though she had known the 
basketball lifestyle from an early age, 
Steward said the adjustment to the 
college game has been a challenge, but 
she said she’s willing to face it. 
“It’s a really big difference,” Stew-
ard said. “Everything’s a new experi-
ence now. The intensity and the pace 
are much different than what I was 
used to.”
So far this season, Steward has 
played in each of Eastern’s eight 
games.
During those games, she has av-
eraged 13 minutes per game and has 
gradually seen more action on the 
court. 
Coach Debbie Black said she has 
like what she has seen from Steward 
both in games and in practice.
“We knew what we were getting 
when we recruited Kayla (Steward),” 
Black said. “She’s starting to get it to-
gether and, she’s understand this level 
of play more and more.”
Despite the adjustment on the 
court, Steward said everything else 
in the transition to Eastern has been 
considerably easy, thanks to the pre-
parative approach that her high 
school had. 
She currently studies business even 
though she has also looked into bio-
logical science. 
Steward said she has a good rela-
tionship with every member of the 
Eastern women’s basketball team, 
which she said is important. 
“I’m close to everyone here,” Stew-
ard said. “We’re around each other a 
lot and it’s made us sort of a family.”
Steward has contributed to the 
team in the form of her five points per 
game, 18 of which came in a breakout 
effort against Western.
Black said she expects more of the 
same from Steward as the season and 
her career continues.
“She’s accepted the role and earned 
her place on this team,” Black said. 
“It’s about being active. Players need 
to make plays like getting rebounds 
and not making mistakes. We’re see-
ing that out of Kayla.”
Steward said Black has been a huge 
help in the collegiate transition for 
her and that she makes being on the 
team even more enjoyable.
“Coach Black is a fireball,” Steward 
said. “She’s really smart when it comes 
to basketball, and she’s been in our 
shoes before. I love her as coach.”
As far as the remainder of the sea-
son is concerned, Steward said her 
goal is to continue to progress. 
“The goal is to win games,” Stew-
ard said. “I know it’s still early and we 
all know we have a lot of potential. I 
want to make sure I play my best to 
help the team in any way I can.”
Elias Albert can be
reached at 581-2812 
or at ewalbert@eiu.edu.
Steward beginning to shine for women’s basketball team
SHADEZ JA GARRET T | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman guard Kayla Steward prepares to pass the ball during the Eastern women’s basketball game against 
Western on Dec. 2 in Lantz Arena. Through eight games, Steward has 40 points and averages five points per game.
C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Red-shirt senior Joe Calio plans to be a leader for the Eastern track and field team this year. Calio earned All-OVC honors last indoor season as a part of 
the distance medley relay team that placed first at the OVC championships.
